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came from Persia, from Phoenicia, nay, from Ethiopia,
for him to come thither, arid give the interpretation
of their visions, and explain to them every doubtful
case ; but he would not leave the court of Pharaoh,
and he was in the right, for the king highly honoured
him.

All this while his reputation wholly depended
upon the constant intelligence which he kept up
with his familiar spirit, (so I may now call it,) I
mean the apparition which came to him in the
desert; but as this appearing was arbitrary, and
when it pleased, and might not be at hand when he
might have a more than ordinary occasion for it, it
occurred to him one night to propose methods of a
more constant and less difficult correspondence, and
that the apparition might be brought to a greater
familiarity, so as that when any exigence was upon
him, he might be sure of his aid, might be able to
call him to his assistance, and that he would not fail
to appear.

Story does not record what condition the Devil
might make with the old Arab; as for selling souls,
signing contracts, and the like, it seems to me there
was little need of these things in those days; if there
had, and the Devil had insisted on it, I doubt not
the Arabian would have made no more scruple of it,
than our brother of the trowel, who adorns so often
his blue ribband with the most honourable badge of
the leather apron; and being first incorporated, as

above, in the ancient society of free Th------s, may,

for aught we know, build two or three churches
abroad, seeing the Devil and he are known to be
upon their travels together.

You have thus a sketch of Satan's professed cor-
respondence with his agents in the first and most
early days of the magic art; if by those subtleties
he brought them into great reputation among the
people, and in the courts of princes, you are not to